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My goodness! Can you 

believe that 2011 is almost 

over? It seems like we just 

celebrated New Years and 

now here it comes again. 

But, what a busy and 

productive year SILM has 

had. I donõt think a month 

has gone by all year without 

an SILM project, fundraiser 

or social event.  

In January we served dinner 

at Rachelõs Womenõs Center 

and finished planning the 

tea party fundraiser. Many 

SILM members also hold 

positions at the district and 

region levels and attended 

the Desert Coast Region 

Joint Board and Committee 

Meeting.  

In February we held our Tea 

Party at St. Madeline 

Sophieõs Center, held a baby 

shower for Kerry and 

attended the District III 

meeting.  

More funds were raised in 

March at our annual awards 

luncheon where women and 

girls were honored for their 

achievements in the 

community and in their own 

lives. We also served dinner 

at Rachelõs. 

Many members attended SI 

Alpineõs Mad Hatter Tea in 

April while recovering from 

two fundraising events in a 

row in the previous 

months! Members 

generously donated goodies 

to fill Easter baskets and 

goodie bags for the girls in 

programs at San Diego 

Youth Services and for 

their children. On April 

27th  we celebrated SILMõs 

60th  Birthday with a 

program by Lisa Moore 

about the history of our 

club and some of the ways 

we have helped improve 

the lives of women and 

girls.  We also served 

dinner at Rachelõs. 

May 10 th  was very exciting. 

Many members attendee 

the San Diego County 

Board of Supervisors 

meeting on May 10, which 

was proclaimed 

Soroptimist International 

of La Mesa Day in honor of 

our 60 th  Birthday. Linda 

Newell spearheaded a 

project to provide new baby 

kits to women serving 

alternative sentences at 

Westcare ð a residential 

program where non -violent 

drug offenders can keep 

their children with them. 

We didnõt 

serve dinner 

at Rachelõs 

but we did 

have a 

dinner 

fundraiser at 

Sammyõs 

Woodfired 

Pizza ð which is always a lot 

of fun. And speaking of fun ð 

we had a Bunco social in 

May.  

In June we installed our 

2011-12 Board at a lovely 

brunch, served dinner at 

Rachelõs and played bunko! 

We also started planning for 

our new club year at our 

annual club planning 

meeting, led by STAR Sam 

Buchenau. Lots of good ideas 

came out of that meeting 

which we have already 

begun to implement ð 

including reducing the 

number of meetings each 

month from 4 to 3.  

Even though July is 

supposed to be a òdarkó 

month ð meaning only one 

club business meeting and 

one board meeting, many 

members stayed busy with 

Soroptimist stuff. Elena, 

Dolores, Becky, Maudie and 

Mary traveled to Montreal 
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Presidentõs Message (continued)  

for the Soroptimist International 

Convention. The club Strategic Planning 

Committee met to set the direction for 

the club for this year and beyond. STAT: 

Soroptimists Together Against 

Trafficking held its first meeting, 

bringing together clubs from all over the 

San Diego area to work on projects 

designed to fight human trafficking 

through awareness and provide support 

to victims. And, we managed to throw in 

another fun night of Bunko too.  

In August (another òdarkó month) the 

Membership Committee started planning 

a membership drive for October and the 

Thanksgiving Breakfast Committee 

started planning the 54 th  iteration of this 

popular event. The Service Brigade lent a 

hand at the Heart of Mt. Helix 

fundraising event and then many got up 

early the next morning to walk to help 

end human trafficking at the California 

Against Slavery event. Region and 

District leaders and committee members 

met and, of course, we served dinner at 

Rachelõs. 

By September, the official start of the 

club year, many were already in full 

Soroptimist swing with committee 

meetings galore. The changes to club 

meetings and dues were presented 

and approved, making it easier for 

members to attend meetings and 

making membership more affordable.  

The highlight of October was the 

membership mixer at Hooleys Pub. 

Seven guests attended and learned 

about Soroptimist, our mission and 

our projects over tasty appetizers and 

drinks. To date, we have inducted four 

of these ladies and are hoping that 

two more join in January. We also 

celebrated Soroptimist Founderõs Day, 

October 3, by collecting òFounders 

Penniesó ð 6 cents for each year of the 

90 years that SIA has been in 

existence per member ($5.40). Oh, and 

we served dinner at Rachelõs. 

As always, the focus for November 

was the Pre -Thanksgiving Breakfast. 

This yearõs event honored women who 

have overcome adversity. The format 

2011 DECEMBER 10 TH  APPEAL ð Birthing in the Pacific      
       submitted by Lisa Moore, SOLT Chair  

....from SI websiteé.SI President Alice 

Wells Presidentõs message  

Human Rights Day, celebrated on December 

10th each year, commemorates December 10th, 

1948, when the Universal Declaration of Hu-

man Rights was adopted.  This day holds a 

special place in Soroptimist Internationalôs 

history, from 1981, when SI President Cathe-

rine Salt chose a project on the island of Pulau 

Bidong, Malaysia, to help refugee women and 

children.  

For the first time, we have a Soroptimist pro-

ject that was created in SI South West Pacific 

and became a federation project before being 

selected as the 2011 December 10th Appeal 

project.  This project is called óBirthing in the 

Pacificô and works to increase the skills and 

education of health professionals and birth 

attendants in Papua New Guinea with the goal 

of reducing maternal mortality and morbidi-

ty.  This project supports Millennium Devel-

opment Goal #5 which is to improve maternal 

for those unable to make it to a birthing 

center. 

Ŀ       Your donation of $300 USD sends a 

registered midwife to a Midwivesô Socie-

ty professional development courseé.or 

cover costs for village (traditional) birth 

attendants to attend a local training course 

covering basic reproductive health care 

and hygieneéor support community 

health workers to attend a five month 

Department of Health maternal compe-

tency course. 

The December 10th Appeal always takes 

place on Human Rights Day and requests 

that Soroptimists worldwide give up 

something of importance on this day and 

donate what would have been spent to the 

December 10th Appeal project.   As we 

educate, empower and enable these birth 

attendants, your donations are saving 

womenôs livesé.LITERALLY.  Thank 

you for your support of this very worth-

while project. 

health.   

Papua New Guinea has the second highest 

maternal and infant mortality rate in the Asia/

Pacific!  What is shocking is that 88-98% of 

these deaths could be prevented with improve-

ments and investments to health care sys-

tems.  The overall maternal mortality rate in 

PNG is 733 deaths per 100,000 live 

births.  Most deaths occur in the first 24-48 

hours after delivery.  Hereôs what our dona-

tions will do:   

Ŀ  Your donation of $1 USD provides an ob-

stetric wheel, a calendar that uses events such 

as Christmas and Easter to help birth attend-

ants and pregnant women work out a due date 

so that they know when to go to a facility and 

deliver. 

Ŀ    Your donation of $100 USD provides a 

clinical birth attendant with a óKarum work 

bilumô which is a pouch of essential work  

tools for safe deliveries. or provide buckets 

and goggles to a ñclassò of village birth at-

tendant graduates to ensure clean deliveries 

was a little different than past 

years, with a fantastic keynote 

speaker Dana Bristol -Smith and 

some of the women she has 

helped through her organization, 

Speak for Success. I can see an 

ongoing relationship forming 

with Dana and her organization. 

By the way, we also served 

dinner at Rachelõs! 

So, here we are in December. I 

must admit that the lateness of 

this issue of Scribbles is largely 

my fault.  Weõve quite a bit going 

on with multiple holiday projects 

and support to various groups. 

But Iõll tell you all about it next 

month! Needless to say, we 

served dinner at Rachelõs! 

Hereõs to a Merry Christmas, 

Happy Hanukah, Happy New 

Year and blessings every day!  

 Pɼeˡiɩˏnʠ Kaˁ˓ʦ 

To see the year in pictures, go to 

pages 4-5 
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STAT has been busy and active these last few months. We com-

pleted one project and furnished the interview room for traffick-

ing victims as SDPD. Hereôs a letter that President Kathy re-

ceived: 

Kathy, Captain Guaderrama, the team and myself would like 

to express our gratitude to you all for the wonderful job you 

all did out-fitting the interview rooméit truly will be a warm, 

comfortable place for those during a difficult time.  You la-

dies are exceptional!! J  

 Dawn M. Summers, Lieutenant , VICE Operations, SDPD 

Weôve successfully arranged to have five showings of the film, 

ñIndoctrinated ï The Grooming of Our Children into Prostitu-

tionò at five locations around the county on January 11, Human 

Trafficking Awareness Day. Make sure to let your friends, family 

and neighbors know about this important event ï awareness is the 

key to prevention. The showings are at 6:30 PM at these loca-

tions :: 

¶ La Mesa First United Methodist Church 

¶ Alvarado Hospital 

¶ The Church at Rancho Bernardo 

¶ UCSD 

¶ Thomas Jefferson School of Law 

Register at stat.eventbrite.com 

In the coming months,  STAT will be working on fulfilling our 

mission to provide safe  housing for underage trafficking victims. 

You are all welcome to join us as we take on this vital task.  

"Sure the world is full of trouble, but as long as we have people undoing 

trouble, we have a pretty good world.ó 

Helen Keller  

New Fundraising Opportunity  
 

By Maxine Levaren  

As some of you may know, I am now an Office 

Leader for H & R Block in Coronado for the 2012 

Tax Season, and Iôve become aware of a great 

fundraising opportunity. H&R Block has a non-

profit program, where every new paying client 

referred will result in $25 to the organization, and 

needless toi say, I lost no time in signing up our 

club. 

We all have to do our taxes, right? So thereôs no 

reason not to have them done at H&R Block 

Coronado.  Donôt want to come all the way over 

the bridge? No problemðI can pick up your infor-

mation and bring it to the Tax Pro best suited to 

your situation.  And as an added incentive, we 

offer a free Second Look to make sure that any 

prior year returns are complete (and we may even 

find you some credits and refunds youôve missed.) 

Iôll have materials at the January business meet-

ing. 

January ñDates to Remember  
 

Jan. 1ñRelax with family & friends ñwatch football!  

Jan. 4ñBoard Meeting  

Jan.  5ñBusiness Meeting  

Jan 11ñIndoctrinated showing  

Jan 12ñProgram Meeting  

Jan 19ñCombined Business/Program meeting  

And donõt forget, weõll soon be working on our event 

to celebrate our Womenõs Opportunity Award, Violet 

Richardson Award and Ruby Award winners.  

http://www.stat.eventbrite.com
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Awards Luncheon 2011 

Easter baskets  San Diego Youth Services 

 

Spring Conference 

SILM 60th Anniversary 

Installing 2011-12 Officers 

 

Baby Shower  

Trafficking Walk  

Layettes for Westcare  

 

2011ñOur SILM Year in Pictures  


